Unit 1 Chapter 4

Roots

GRAV: comes from the Latin word meaning “heavy, weighty, serious.” Gravity is, of course, what makes things heavy, and without it there wouldn’t be any life on earth, since nothing would stay on earth at all. This doesn’t stop us from yelling in outrage when the familiar laws of gravity cause something to drop to the floor and break.

LEV: comes from the Latin adjective levis, meaning “light,” and the verb levare, meaning “to raise or lighten.” So a lever is a bar used to life something, by means of leverage.  And levitation is the magician’s trick in which a body seems to rise into the air by itself.  

Word List 

Gravitas
Gravitate 
Aggravate 
Alleviate
Levity
Elevation

